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Hello

Paroo Shire Council wishes to advise Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander  
readers that this publication may contain images of people who have died.

We hop everyone had an enjoyable Christmas and  New Year holiday and spent quality time with their  friends and family.
Council has started the new year running, with many exciting projects continuing and starting throughout the Paroo Shire. The upgrade of Cunnamulla’s sewerage system has reached an important milestone with the tender for the construction of the new sewage treatment plant being awarded with work commencing in March, and contractors onsite in May. This is a huge project for Council, with $9.1 million in funding received in early 2019.It’s also exciting to see that the sewer relining component of the project was completed in December last year.Autumn is the season where the Paroo events calendar really kicks into gear with a range of events from horse racing and music festivals to gymkhanas and our annual show. Prepare to be busy over the next few months as there is something on to suit everyone!

March also sees the local government elections taking place on the 28th and with two of our standing Councillors, Mayor Lindsay Godfrey and Councillor Don Dunsdon, choosing not to run again we will see a new team of Councillors be sworn in during April. 
Paroo Shire Council sends its best wishes to Mayor Godfrey and Councillor Dunsdon with their future endeavours and wish anyone who has chosen to nominate as a candidate good luck with their campaign.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Exciting 
changes 
on track

at 
Cunnamul la  

Rai lway

Progress at the Cunnamulla 
Railway Station is certainly 
chugging along, thanks to an 
incredible amount of work 
put in by the Paroo Progress 
Association (PPA). 
 
If your curiosity has been 
growing, here is the latest 
update thanks to a key 
member of the group,  
Karen Ticehurst.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

W      hat is the current status 
of the Cunnamulla 

Railway project? 
The floor has been put down 
with the help of a local carpenter 
and workers including RESQ, and 
the builder is currently on site. 
The frame and cladding were 
completed by mid-February, 
with the internal fit out including 
all the audio visual technology 
completed six weeks after that, 
dependent on many variables. 

Tell us the most exciting 
thing about the project? 

Less than two years ago, the 
building was derelict and in need 
of a desperate face-lift, the local 
community had approached 
Council to take action, but 
fearing the huge cost associated 
with owning another asset the 
Paroo Shire Council were not 
keen, and rightly so, as assets are 
a huge drain on the ratepayer. 
The PPA were approached by 
members of the community and 
although keen, were not sure 
how they could utilise the space 
and bring income in to allow 
for future improvements and 
upkeep. An idea was born, to 
build a theatre that would show 
a nightly feature, the tale of local 
entrepreneurs and hard workers 
that developed the railway line, 
bringing the Westlander to the 
bush. Now as we get closer to 
the opening date, we hope this 
project will attract people from 
far and wide to stay longer in 
our town, spend more money - 
creating more jobs.

How can the community 
support the PPA?  

We will always need volunteers, 
all of the gardens and cleaning 
have been done using volunteers, 
most of the administration and 
all of the project management for 
the build have been completed 
by volunteers. We estimate that 
we have saved the project close 
to $150,000 just by volunteering. 
We will need all the volunteers 
we can muster in the future, 
although there will be paid 
positions as well. We will need 
locals (who will become the 

conductors) to welcome all the 
passengers every night during 
the season and sell our famous 
Fettler's pies and merchandise. 
In the off-season, we are already 
discussing other streams of 
revenue, particularly the use 
of the theatre to show latest 
release movies, and for audio 
visual commercial hire for groups 
and companies. 
We very much 
need to still raise 
funds for future 
developments and 
to complete much 
of the necessary 
work to make the 
station a focal 
point for both 
locals and visitors. 

What benefits to 
Cunnamulla and the 

wider region do you see 
coming from this project?  
This is a great opportunity for 
a community owned project 
to make a huge difference to 
attracting more tourists to our 
town. If every person who stays 
overnight to see the Cunnamulla 
All Aboard sound and light show 
spends another $150 in town, 
then approximately about an 
extra $1,000,000 a year will be 
spent locally, creating more jobs 
and services. Secondly, it is a 
fantastic way to commemorate 
the stories of the people whom 
the rail was a lifeblood, bringing 
with it supplies for all the region 
and taking our main commodity 
(wool) to the markets. It opened 
up opportunities for more social 
interactions with other towns 
through sporting and social 
activities. These stories have 
been recorded and are now 
about to be seen by a much 
larger audience. 

What funding/grants have  
you received?  

We have been more than 
fortunate in receiving two 
large grants and quite a few 
small ones. A Department 
of Innovation and Tourism 
Industry Development grant 
of $350,000 has gone towards 

the interpretative side of the 
build, including the audio 
visual resources, and the movie 
Cunnamulla All Aboard. From the 
Building Better Regions Fund we 
have received $310,000, which 
goes toward the bricks and 
mortar, or in this case, steel and 
cladding. Although it sounds 
like a lot of money, the budget 

is extremely tight, 
and with any 

commercial 
build, there 
are a lot more 
details and a 
lot more costs 

associated. We 
have also received 

smaller rounds of 
funding for specific purposes, 
which all need to be acquitted, 
Community Gambling Fund, 
Regional Arts Development 
Fund, and Veterans and 
Community Grants.

Any committee members 
you want to give a  

shout out?  
We have a great committee, and 
they have all helped at varying 
times. The Railway Committee 
consists of Merry Higgins, Judy 
Roberts, Kathy Ashley and 
myself. All have placed a huge 
amount of stress on their already 
stretched lives to make this 
happen, with their only reward 
being that Cunnamulla and 
surrounds have another viable 
ticketed event that will attract 
more visitors to our community. 

Will the facility be 
available for the 

community to book  
and use? 
We are currently looking at 
ways to utilise the space for 
other events, we hope in the 
future to renovate the kitchen to 
allow for catering and specific 
events. Conferences could even 
be held using our audio visual 
equipment. All these ideas will 
assist us with the ongoing costs 
and help us raise further funds 
for other activities we have 
planned in the future.
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Regional Express (Rex) have announced that their  
popular ‘Community Fare Scheme’ has been extended  

until 31 December 2020.

The Rex Community Fare Scheme is available to 23 Queensland 
communities, including Cunnamulla, across the Rex operated Western 1  

and 2 routes from Brisbane, the Northern 1 and 2 routes from Townsville and 
the Gulf route from Cairns.

Discounted fares are also offered between the regional communities resulting in more 
than 70 different fare combinations throughout the state.

Community Fares are available to book if your date of 
departure is more than 60 days away. All remaining unsold 
seats will then be made available at the Community Fares  
price from exactly 24hrs prior to departure. 

So how can you book? Visit www.rex.com.au and search for 
the fare you require. If the Community Fare is available at 
your time of booking it will automatically come up in your 
bookable flight options. Just select that option and book  
as per usual.

REX EXTEND  
DISCOUNTED  

FARES SCHEME

A program that started in 2019, 
has been expanded upon in 2020 
due to the great successes it had 
with its initial launch.

The School Mentoring Program 
at the Cunnamulla State School 
sees Years 7 – 12 participate in 
a ‘community afternoon’ which 
varies from grade to grade. For 
Term 1 the Year 9s have been 
visiting the Cunnamulla Library 
which has proved very popular. 

Megan Clarke, a teacher at 
Cunnamulla State School, said 
that when the initiative was 
started the now-Year 9s were 
jealous of the Year 7s that got to 
visit the library once a week.

“The kids love going to the 
library to use the robots and 
experiment with different 
technologies,” Megan said.

“It’s also a chance to teach and 

encourage them to use the 
library to help with their studies.”

Librarian Tammy Hickey has also 
been enjoying the visits, and  
has been impressed with the 
kids’ behaviour.

“They have all be participating and 
behaving very well, and have really 
been enjoying it,” Tammy said.

For the other grades, the afternoon 
includes visits from a rotating 
team of community members 
and programs including Deadly 
Choices, Council’s Youth Support 
Officer, and Beyond Broncos.

Meanwhile the Year 11s and 12s 
meet with Cheesy Anderson with 
Cheesy bringing in relevant guest 
speakers as well as a safe space 
to chat.

“This mentoring program is 
providing a great opportunity 
for our students to develop 

community partnerships,”  
Megan said.

“The school is especially excited 
about the Bangarra Dance 
Theatre company visiting in 
March. That will be a popular one 
for sure!”

Cunnamulla State School students  
connect with their community
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Alroy Station is a working 
sheep and cattle station 

situated in remote  
Outback Queensland. 

Only 60km off the Adventure 
Highway past Eulo, you 

are warmly invited to stay 
a while and enjoy a truly 

unique camping experience.

Mac & Mary Haig
find us on facebook
alroystation@gmail.com or 0427 992 889

Policelink is the number to  
report non-urgent incidents.

Policelink enhances service 
delivery by the Queensland Police 
Service (QPS) through providing an 
additional way to contact police for 
non-urgent assistance.

Policelink provides community 
members with more reporting 
choices by being able to contact 
Policelink 24/7 instead of visiting or 
calling the Police Station, especially 
when the station is closed.

Policelink is a national number, but 
is called Policelink in Queensland 
only, in other states it is referred to 
as a 'non-emergency number'.

If the crime is not happening 
right now or the incident is 
not life threatening or places 
you in immediate danger – call 
Policelink on 131 444.

Online

EMERGENCY

Do you need 
assistance?

When to call Triple Zero (000).
• If a crime is happening now
• When a life is threatened
• When the event is time critical

For non-urgent police assistance or to report a matter 
think Policelink.

Call... 131 444

To report any information about suspicious and 
criminal activity that assists in community safety.
Information can be provided anonymously and 
rewards may be available.

www.police.qld.gov.au

www.police.qld.gov.au/programs/policelink

Online www.qld.gov.au
Phone 13 QGOV (137468)
For all enquiries about vehicle registration, tickets, 
court matters and community services.

For Help:

Licence URL: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode   Please give attribution to: © State of Queensland (Queensland Police Service) 2019

Download the Policelink and 
Crime Stoppers Apps online

Do you know about 
P O L I C E L I N K ?



Your store for clothing, accessories, footwear, luggage and gifts

Stockist of iconic 
brands including Akubra,  
RM Williams, Yarra Trail, 

Thomas Cook, Canterbury 
and Bisley Workwear

23 Jane Street 
Cunnamulla, Q 4490

07 4655 1649
countrywear@bigpond.com

www.countrywear.com.au

Opening hours
Mon to Fri: 9am - 5pm 

Sat: 9am - 12pm

COMMUNITY NEWS

2020 Australia Day
  Award Winners
For such a small community, Paroo Shire certainly 
has a lot of selfless people who contribute tirelessly 
to their community.

On 26 January at the Cunnamulla Pool, the Paroo 
Shire community paid tribute to the enormous 
contributions and achievements of local residents 
at the 2020 Australia Day Awards.

All nominees should be proud of their 
achievements and know that the Paroo Shire 
community are truly thankful for all their efforts 
and contributions. 

Another thank you goes out to Justine Christerson 
for travelling out to Paroo to be the Australia Day  

 Ambassador. Amongst other recognitions, Justine 
was one of Queensland’s 2016 Australian of the 
Year finalists and was also nominated in 2015 for 
a Pride of Australia medal and Australian of the 
Year. In 2013 Justine started a program, Breaking 
Down the Barriers, to support rural patients in city 
hospitals through practical help like transport to 
appointments, home cooked meals and hampers, 
clothing vouchers, advice, information and a 
shoulder to lean on.

Congratulations again to our 2020 Australia Day 
Award winners, your efforts and commitment have 
not gone unnoticed and we appreciate all that  
you do.

Judy has contributed enormously to this community’s image over the 
years and stands out with her community spirit and encouragement 
to others. She has been one of the greatest drivers in developing and 
designing the town's gardens and landscapes over the years since 
she moved back into the district. There is continuous comment on 
how terrific our town looks.

Judy’s never ending list of ideas and projects over the years have 
both motivated and driven our community. She has tirelessly given her time and effort, as well as 
financial support and donations of plants and flowers to whomever and whatever function there is going. 

The Cunnamulla community has benefited immensely from Judy’s infectious positive attitude and drive, 
and she is an inspiration to all of us.

Judy Roberts
   Citizen of the Year
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During the first week of the 2019 June/July school holidays, 
Cunnamulla hosted the week-long Under 10s Zone 5 Rugby League 
Carnival. This carnival not only contributed to encouraging and 
increasing the physical activity within our community’s youth, but 
also boosted our economy and strengthened our community by 
bringing business owners, organisations, service providers and 
community members together to support the event.

All of which would not be possible without the hosting club, the Cunnamulla Rams Junior Rugby League. 
The amount of planning and work behind the scenes to ensure the event was successful was enormous. 
This team of volunteers were able to guarantee not only our youth, but also the youth of the other 
participating teams, a week full of memories and enjoyment, which is what all sport should be about. As 
always this club does all the hard work so our youth can enjoy life with their friends on and off the field.

Cunnamulla Rams Junior Rugby 
League U10s Zone 5 Carnival
   Event of the Year

Holly is well on her way to becoming a solid contributor to her 
community as a role model for her peers now and in the future 
through her kind, gentle, and compassionate nature. Holly has 
competed in lawn bowls for the past two years and is one of the most 
important members in the Cunnamulla team. She guides and talks to 
the young members giving them the confidence to succeed. Holly has 
represented Cunnamulla at a district level in the Mixed Pairs with the 
possibility to progress through to state representation.

In the past two years Holly has played at the Junior State Championships in Bundaberg and Caloundra. 
Not only do Holly’s achievements cover the sport of lawns bowls, but also in the field of swimming. Holly 
has represented Cunnamulla at a regional level for the past two years and has received Age Champion at 
both swimming cub and school sports levels. At only 13 years of age Holly has both the achievements and 
attitude of a future leader of our community.

Holly Anderson
   Young Citizen of the Year

Ruby has been a passionate and active member of Cunnamulla for 
several years who participates in sports including golf and bowls 
and has also been involved in the Cunnamulla Swimming Club 
and Cunnamulla RSL. Ruby has a friendly and inclusive nature and 
welcomes individuals into these sporting clubs and community with 
a quick smile and joke.

Some of Ruby's sporting achievements include Ladies Golf Champion 
of the Cunnamulla Golf Club for the last 16 years in a row,  winner of the Veteran’s Golf Championship, 
winner of the 2019 Downs & South West Championship, and Ladies Lawn Bowls Champion for the past 
seven years. Ruby has also won the bowls Ladies Pairs, Triples and Rinks Championships, being the only 
lady to win all games in Champion of Champions in the south west region.

Ruby is a also keen fisher. When Ruby is successful with her catch she’s been known for her generosity of a 
yellow belly shared among her friends.

Ruby Gamble
   Sports Award 
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Paroo residents are encouraged to attend a  
local ANZAC Day service on 25 April to remember  

and honour our ANZACs.

COMMUNITY NEWS

Honour ourHonour our
ANZACs

DAWN SERVICE 
The dawn service starts at 6am at 
the Yowah Memorial. Two-up and 
other traditional activities will be 
held at the community centre.

YowahYowah

MORNING SERVICE 
The Wyandra morning service will 
begin at 10.45am at the memorial. 
Light refreshments will be available 
at the hall after the service. 

WyandraWyandra

MORNING SERVICE 
Participants in the march will meet 
at the school at 10.30am, with the 
morning service to start at 10.45am 
at the memorial. A BBQ will follow 
at the Eulo Queen Hotel.

EuloEulo

DAWN SERVICE 
The march will begin at 5.45am from 
the old RSL building, continue along 
John St, and finish at the cenotaph 
where the commemoration service 
will start at 6am. The RSL and 
Auxiliary will host a breakfast at the 
bowls club after the service. 

MORNING SERVICE 
The march will start at 10.30am 
from the corner of Stockyard and 
Louise streets (near the Council 
office) and follow the route through 
Stockyard St onto Jane St to finish 
at the cenotaph for the service at 
10.45am. Light refreshments will be 
available at the bowls club, again 
hosted by the RSL and Auxiliary.

CunnamullaCunnamulla
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HOME AND BACKYARD

ANZAC biscuits have long been a national icon and a family favourite. They were first called  
‘Soldiers’ Biscuits’ but after the landing at Gallipoli, they were renamed after our brave ANZACs. 

So why not bake a batch this ANZAC Day, the recipe below is from Carmel Meurant’s  
cookbook Hey Mum.. Recipes from a Country Kitchen which is available to purchase from  
the Cunnamulla Fella Visitor Information Centre.

ANZAC Biscuit Recipe

INGREDIENTS

1 cup rolled oats 
1 cup plain flour 
1 cup sugar 
¾ cup coconut 
125g butter 
2 tbsp golden syrup 
½ tsp bicarb soda 
1 tbsp boiling water

METHOD

1.	 Combine dry ingredients in a large bowl.

2.	 Place butter and golden syrup in a saucepan over low heat until melted.

3.	 Mix bicarb soda and boiling water, add to butter and golden syrup and 
then mix into dry ingredients.

4.	 Place teaspoons of mixture onto greased oven trays and cook in a 
moderate oven for 20 minutes.

Although the heat of Summer 
is (hopefully) behind us, the 
weather in Paroo stays warm 
long enough for us to be able  
to enjoy a dip in the pool well 
into Autumn.

But did you know that by law, 
you must register your pool  
or spa? All pools and  
spas must also comply  
with relevant pool  
safety laws including appropriate 
fencing and removing any 
objects such as furniture that 
would allow children access to 
the pool.

These laws are in place to help 
prevent avoidable drownings 
so you may see our Local Laws 
Officer around town checking 
to make sure these safety 
precautions are in place.

If you have any questions 
contact Council on 4655 8400 
or council@paroo.qld.gov.au

Safe barriers
save lives

In an effort to improve safety 
a dog audit will be undertaken 

across the towns. This will 
also help to improve Council's 

processes and save money when 
handling and processing  

dog registrations.

When dogs are registered, it is 
easier to monitor and control 

roaming and vicious dogs, 
making our community a  

safer place to be.

As such, external officers will 
be undertaking a sweep of 
the towns to gain a better 

understanding of the number  
of dogs in the shire. 

Dog audit to 
improve safety 

and efficiencies

Did you know your portable pool or spa must comply with pool safety laws if it 
can hold more than 300mm of water and has a volume of more than 2,000L?
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HOME AND BACKYARD

Old and unregistered vehicles 
take up space in the yard, are an 
eyesore, a fire hazard, and provide 
a perfect habitat for snakes. 

At the end of 2019, Local Laws 
Officer Joe Lewis started the 
#ParooPride Car Body Clean Up 
program which to date  
has seen over 30 cars and 
caravans removed from yards 
around Cunnamulla.

Joe said that he was very happy 
with the results of the program, 

especially about how many 
people came on board.

“I’d say the program was 
very successful and on the 
whole people have been very 
cooperative,” Joe said.

“There are still some more to go, 
but already it’s a great start to 
2020 driving around town and 
seeing old car bodies in homes 
and yards replaced with green 
grass thanks to the clean up and 
recent rain.”

The program was organised as 
a free service to save residents 
the hassle and cost of removing 
the items themselves. Typically, 
if a resident were to ignore 
an issued notice it would cost 
approximately $650 per vehicle. 

Paroo Shire Council would like to 
thank everyone who got involved 
for showing their #ParooPride by 
cleaning up their yard for a fresh 
start in 2020.

#PAROOPRIDE
CAR BODY CLEAN UP
A SUCCESS

There have been a number of incidents  
and reports of snake activity in Paroo 

recently, and although snakes are a part of 
life in the outback it’s always good to be 

aware and stay safe.

Remember to try your best to stay calm if 
you come into close proximity of a snake as 

it is sudden movement that activates them 
to strike as they have very poor vision. 

If you have no experience with snakes  
do not attempt to catch, trap or kill them,  

as this is when the greatest number of  
people have been bitten.

As ironic as it may seem, snakes are a  
protected species and fines up to $10,000 can be 

the result of injuring or killing a snake.

 
 

 
To have a snake  
removed safely please contact  
one of Council’s accredited  
snake catchers.

Joe Lewis - 0417 574 871 
Tom King - 0499 558 462 

Joseph Desmet - 043 6041 911

SNAKES ARE ON SNAKES ARE ON 
THE MOVETHE MOVE

BE AWARE AND STAY SAFEBE AWARE AND STAY SAFE
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Update on flood restoration works

SHIRE WORKS

Works to be completed in 
next 6 months
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TBC Flood Restoration Works 
(if funding received)

Council’s application for  
$3.3 million worth of flood 
restoration works has got off to  
a good start with $850,000 
approved to date.

Some works have already been 
completed, and at this stage it is 
envisaged the majority of sites 
will be addressed before the end 
of June 2020 pending an early 

approval by the Queensland 
Reconstruction Authority to 
commence works.

Due to the high value and tight 
deadline for the works, Council 
has engaged consulting firm 
Proterra Group to project manage 
and supervise the works. Proterra 
Group have extensive experience 
in this area delivering over  

$150 million in flood projects 
since 2010.

It is expected that the majority 
of works will be delivered by 
Council's internal workforce, 
supplemented by local 
contractors and suppliers  
as required.



SHIRE WORKS

•   ALL PRIVATE  ENSUITE ROOMS   •   FREE WIFI   
•   FREE PARKING  •   SHARED BBQ FACILITIES   

•   COMPLIMENTARY AIRPORT SHUTTLE SERVICE 
•   LAUNDRY SERVICES FOR SMALL COST

•   FRIDGE, MICROWAVE, TOASTER, 
AND TEA AND COFFEE FACILITIES

•   COMPLIMENTARY LATE CHECK OUT  
AND EARLY CHECK IN IF PREARRANGED

   •   ONLY VENUE IN TOWN WITH  
FULLY-EQUIPPED DISABLED ACCESS ROOM

•   LONG STAY DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE
•   SPLIT SYSTEM A/C AND FLAT SCREEN TV IN EACH ROOM

17 EMMA ST, CUNNAMULLA Q 449017 EMMA ST, CUNNAMULLA Q 4490

Locally owned and operatedLocally owned and operated

WWW.COUNTRYWAYMOTORINN.COM.AUWWW.COUNTRYWAYMOTORINN.COM.AU
(07) 4655 0555(07) 4655 0555
COUNTRYWAY@BIGPOND.COMCOUNTRYWAY@BIGPOND.COM

RECIPIENT OF  
HOTELSCOMBINED 2020 
RECOGNITION OF  
EXCELLENCE  
AWARD

Cunnamulla 
Aerodrome 
upgrade 
project update
As reported in the 2019/20 Summer edition of 
the Paroo Review, the lighting at the Cunnamulla 
Aerodrome is being upgraded to improve the safety 
and ease of use for night-time landings.

Whilst the lighting is now halfway finished, 
substantial repair and restoration of the pavement 
airstrip has also been completed. The project 
involved the re-sealing the runway pavement of 

the main strip, side strip, taxiway and apron, and 
re-painting of the aviation markings on the runway 
and apron areas. 

This $878,786  project was funded under the 
Remote Airstrips Upgrade Program ($439,393),  
and was matched by Council.



SHIRE WORKS

London...
Paris...

WINTON
BOULIA

MOUNT ISA

BIRDSVILLE

LONGREACH

CHARLEVILLE

TOWNSVILLE

KARUMBA

BAMAGA

CAIRNS

While the storms in February 
brought some welcome rain, 
they did leave a bit of a mess 
behind in Yowah. Council 
crews have visited Yowah to 
help clean up including cutting 
damaged trees down, cleaning 
up debris and helping to  
fix roofs. 

In addition to general  
clean-up, all the sealed roads 
in Yowah will be laid with fresh 
bitumen in time for opal and 
tourist season!

Clean up and 
new bitumen 
for Yowah

Council is currently working 
with their preferred 
contractors to line 90 sewer 
manholes throughout 
Cunnamulla.

The sprayed-on coating will 
protect the concrete manholes 
and lids from further corrosion 
due to the aggressive nature of 
sewage gases.

The head contractor for this 
work is Abergeldie, and they 
are working with Lionel and 
his team at Pfeiffer Coatings to 
deliver the works.

Please say g’day if you see 
them near a manhole  
near you.

Sewer 
manhole 
relining

Council has recently awarded 
the construction of the 
new Cunnamulla Sewerage 
Treatment Plant to Pensar. 

Works are expected to 
commence in March 2020 
and be completed around 
September this year.

This is the next step in the 
upgrade of Cunnamulla’s 
sewerage system, following 
completion of sewer relining 
works in December last year.

Sewerage 
treatment 
plant update
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Autumn 
events

Do you know of an upcoming event?  
Send details to kelly.churchill@paroo.qld.gov.au for 
inclusion in the online events calendar and it might  
feature in the future editions of the Paroo Review as well!

March
8
Clean Up Australia Day
8am - 11am
Meet at Centenary Park 
Jane St, Cunnamulla
The community is invited to 
participate in Clean Up Australia Day 
2020 to help keep our town beautiful. 
Transport will be available to take 
people to and from the clean-up sites. 
Bring plenty of water and a  
wide-brimmed hat. A BBQ will be held 
in the park at the end of the event. 
For more information call  
Toni-Lou Pender on 4655 8421.

13
Sacred Heart Parish Fete
From 6.30pm
Sacred Heart Parish 
46 John St, Cunnamulla
Support one of the local schools  
and come along to the annual fete. 
There will be plants, pick-a-box, 
chocolate wheel, raffles, bar, BBQ, 
slushies, ice creams, cakes, lollies, 
donuts, and a concert by the  
school kids.
Dress-up theme is 'Disney Characters' 
or 'Friday the 13th' - there will be a 
prize for best dressed boy and girl. 
For more information call the  
school on 4655 1486.

April
4
Noorama Picnic Races
Gates open from 12pm 
(first race at 1.30pm)
Noorama Racecourse, 
Jobs Gate Rd, Noorama
The Noorama Picnic Races have been 
running for more than 50 years and 
are an outback racing event not to 
be missed. If you want to party late 
into the night, you are welcome 
to camp on-site and there’s even 
a free breakfast the next day! No 
fuel or EFTPOS on grounds.
For more information visit  
www.facebook.com/NooramaPRC 

10-12
Eulo Gymkhana and Enduro
Eulo Sports Ground, Eulo
Rev your motorbike over the Easter 
weekend at the Eulo Gymkhana  
and Enduro.
There are divisions for multiple 
age groups as well as music and 
entertainment into the night.
For more information call  
Patrick Beresford on 4655 7025 or 
Kerrie-Ann Tuite on 0402 863 865.

25
Anzac Day Races
Gates open from 12pm
Cunnamulla Racecourse 
Mitchell Hwy, Cunnamulla
Come along to the first Cunnamulla 
race meet for 2020. There is a five race 
program as well as Fashions on the 
Field, children’s activities and face 
painting, and a bar and canteen.
Entry is $15 and includes a race book.
For more information call  
Liz Land on 0428 551 587 or visit their 
Facebook page - Cunnamulla and 
District Diggers Race Club.
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May
2
Wyandra Horse & Bike Gymkhana
From 8am 
Wyandra Racecourse, Wyandra
The annual gymkhana at Wyandra is on 
again with horse and motorbike events. 
Horse events will be in the morning 
with motorbike events following in  
the afternoon.
A canteen and bar will be 
available all day.
For more information call  
Sharon Brown on 0428 519 810.

14-17
Music in the Mulga
Wandilla Station 
1508 Pitherty Rd, Eulo
This event features four full days of 
country and country rock, the Wandilla 
Cup Yabby Races, workshops, fashions 
on the field, a bush dance and much 
more. The main concert is on the 
Saturday from 11.30am. 
There is plenty of room for camping, 
water available, fires allowed in 
containers and pets are allowed on 
leashes. Bar and food available. 
For more information visit  
www.musicinthemulga.com.au,  
phone 4655 4065 or email  
dcmeurant@bigpond.com  

19-21
Dogpro Cunnamulla Sheepdog 
Trial 2020
From 7am
Cunnamulla Showgrounds, 
Cunnamulla
A highly-competitive and challenging 
sport and an example of extraordinary 
team work between human and 
dog. Staging of trial will depend on 
availability of sheep.
For more information contact James 
Clarke at jamesclark4490@gmail.com 
or phone 0499 299 700.

23
Cunnamulla & District Show
Gates open 9am
Cunnamulla Showgrounds, 
Cunnamulla
This year's theme is 'New Decade, New 
Ewe' and will host the Queensland 
State Sheep Show.
Enjoy a day out with the family 
with exhibitions from floral art and 
photography, to cakes and craft. 
And don’t forget the Young Farmer’s 
Challenge with cash prizes up for grabs.
For more information visit  
www.cunnamullashow.com.au or 
email secretary.cunnamullashow@
outlook.com

June
5-7
Queensland Men's Sand  
Greens Championships
Cunnamulla Golf Club 
Humeburn Rd, Cunnamulla
The Championship is open to male 
amateur golfers with a current Golf 
Australia Handicap, and who are 
members of a golf club affiliated 
through their District Golf Association 
with Golf Queensland, or other  
State/National Associations. 
The tournament is conducted by  
Golf Australia and the major  
sponsor is the City Golf Club Motel.
For more information visit  
www.golf.org.au

6
Queensland Day Bowls 
Competition +  
Brisbane Comedy Festival
From 10am 
Cunnamulla Bowls Club 
40 John St, Cunnamulla
Starting off with markets at 10am the 
day will be followed by a casual bowls 
competition at lunchtime - everyone of 
all abilities are welcome! 
Finish off with the Brisbane Comedy 
Festival (ages 18+) from 7.30pm.  
This is a one-stop show for a  
side-splitting selection of laughs.
A bar will be available throughout the 
day as well as a BBQ lunch and dinner.
For more information call  
Toni-Lou Pender on 4655 8421.



NOORAMA PICNIC RACES - SATURDAY 4TH APRIL 2020

LIVE BAND
~TWO BLACK CADILLACS~

PLAYING TIL LATE!

CAMPERS WELCOME
FREE BREAKFAST SUNDAY
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NOORAMA PICNIC RACES - SATURDAY 4TH APRIL 2020

FASHIONSON THE FIELDAMAZING PRIZES!
NOMINATIONS IN 
BEFORE RACE 2

BAR & ALL DAY CANTEEN

NO EFTPOS OR FUEL AVAILABLE AT THE TRACK

NOORAMA PICNIC RACES - SATURDAY 4TH APRIL 2020

$54,000 PRIZE MONEY

GATES OPEN AT 12:00PM

FIRST RACE 1:30PM

ADMISSION $20

(INCLUDES RACEBOOK)

Saturday 4th April 2020

Waters, Henry & Davey

   McKean
      McGregor

ORGANISING AN EVENT 
AND TRYING TO  
SET A DATE?
WE NEED YOUR INPUT TO CREATE  
AN ONLINE EVENTS CALENDAR

EVENTS

Council is creating an online events calendar but need your help to know what’s happening 
in the Paroo Shire and surrounds. A calendar is only as good as what’s in it!

To be included in the calendar, please email event details to events@paroo.qld.gov.au

We need to know:
•	 Event name
•	 Date and time
•	 Location
•	 Brief description
•	 Contact person for event

For more information contact events@paroo.qld.gov.au or phone 4655 8400.
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LIBRARIES

Library earmarked
 for 

 global 
study

The Cunnamulla Library’s 
robotics program has caught the 
eye of German Social Scientist 
Simon Schmiederer.

Simon is currently completing a 
Master’s degree in Library and 
Information Sciences in Berlin 
and is writing his thesis on the 
deployment of humanoid robots 
in libraries.

Tammy Hickey, Library Services 
Team Leader, said she was 
surprised when she first received 
Simon’s email.

“It’s not everyday you receive an 
email from the other side of the 
world. I didn’t even know how 
he found out about us, turns out 
it was through a Google search!” 
Tammy said.

“Simon mentioned that 
Cunnamulla was of special 
interest to him because we have 
a humanoid robot (‘Literator’) in 
our library despite being in such a 
small town.

 

 

 
“I’m honoured that Simon has 
asked us to participate in his 
research. We use our robots as 
a fun way to educate children 
including those 
with learning 
difficulties, 
autism and 
those who 
have problems 
verbally 
communicating 
with others - but 
will talk  
to Literator.”

Simon’s research will aim to 
address the questions of why 
libraries decide to integrate 
a humanoid robot in their 
institution, which goals are 
pursued with the deployment, 
which events are offered, what 
works well, what doesn't and 
what libraries intend to do 
with humanoid robots in  
the future. To see the 
Cunnamulla Library’s robots  
in action, everyone is welcome 
to come in and check them  
out as well as the other  
library facilities.

Simon Schmiederer, Social Scientist



Fuels and oils
Bottled gas

Bulk deliveries
Call in and see Lyn and Mary-Clare

30 Railway St, Cunnamulla QLD
(07) 4655 1261

LIBRARIES 

Two local students will  
once again have the 
opportunity to travel to 
Brisbane in April to see 
the Anzac Day parade and 
participate in other activities.

Children have to:
•	 write an essay on what 

Anzac Day means  
to them;

•	 recite In Flanders Fields 
and answer questions 
about the world wars 
to a panel of judges;

•	 research a fallen  
Paroo Shire soldier that 
they select from the 
honour board;

•	 and complete the tasks 
in their own time, 
encouraging them to 
visit the library.

The competition starts on 
9 March with applications 
closing on 10 April.

The winners will be 
announced by 13 April.

The two winners from last 
year will also be coming on 
the trip as last year's prize 
unfortunately had to be 
cancelled due to staff illness.

The competition would 
not be possible without 
our tireless library staff, 
Qantas (who donate flights), 
Novotel (who donate 
accommodation) and the 
HMAS Moreton who help 
arrange activities and access 
to the VIP area of the parade.

Hi, I’m Michelle – the new Casual 
Librarian. I moved to the Paroo 
Shire in early December 2018 

with my husband and two 
kids. Although it’s my first time 

working in a library I love to  
meet new people and working 

with all the new technology  
and computers the library  

has to offer. 

My favourite author is 
Rachel Treasure who lives in 
country Tasmania and writes 

fantastic novels that showcase 
contemporary rural women. My 
favourite book of hers has to be 

The Rouseabout.

The Cunnamulla Library has 
recently secured a First 5 
Forever grant of $6,328 to buy a 
variety of play-based resources 
to encourage library visits by 
parents and children.

This round of the First 5 Forever 
program was awarded to councils 
for innovative and flexible 

projects in local libraries which 
support and develop a love of 
language and literacy skills in 
babies and young children.

Congratulations to the library 
team, and just wait until you see 
what Tammy has in store – it’s 
going to be a very exciting addition 
to our already amazing library!

Cunnamulla 
Library secures 
First 5 Forever 

Funding

Anzac Day writing 
competition on again
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TOURISM

Work is well underway for the 2020 Cunnamulla 
Fella Festival, and it’s off to a great start!

Thanks to two successful grant applications, the 
festival has brought in $80,000 in external funding. 
The first grant from the Queensland Destination 
Events Program is for $10,000 which is to go 
towards marketing expenses. 

The second grant is for a huge $70,000 from the 
Year of Outback Tourism Events Program. This 
will buy a transportable stage which will save the 
festival on ongoing hire costs.

Keep your eye www.cunnamullafellafestival. 
or on the Cunnamulla Fella Festival Facebook 
page or for more information on the 2020 
festival line-up.

Cunnamulla Fella Festival brings in 
$80,000 in external funding

now
“What on earth is geocaching?” 
we hear you ask. Well, 
geocaching is a real-world, 
outdoor treasure hunting game 
using GPS-enabled devices, such 
as your phone.

Participants navigate to a 
specific set of GPS coordinates 
and then attempt to find the 
geocache (container) hidden at 
that location. There are millions 
of geocaches hidden around the 
world – with some soon to be 
found near you!

Paroo Shire Council’s Tourism 
Team is in the process of hiding 
caches across the shire for you  
to discover. But they can only  
be found if you have the  
correct coordinates. 

Tourism has also created a 
‘Geocaching Passport’, if you 
find all the caches listed in the 
passport whilst collecting the 

correct clues you will be given a 
‘Paroo Pioneers Collector Coin’. 
Just like a real treasure hunt! 

Our cylinder 
containers are 
approximately 
10cm high 
and contain 
a logbook, 
pencil and a 
secret clue! They 
are still in the process 
of being logged but will be 
available very soon. Keep an eye 
on the app and the Cunnamulla 
Fella Visitor Centre’s Facebook 
page to see when they become 
live and trackable.

?

Happy hunting!

To start you need to 
download the free 
Geocaching® app on 
your smartphone  
or tablet. 

Then use the app  
to navigate to a 
geocache nearby.

Once you find the 
geocache sign and 
date the logbook, 
place the geocache 
back where you 
found it, and log your 
experience online.

com.au



Drive home 
an award 

winnerwinnerwinnerwinner

CAR OF THE YEAR

RAV4

SPORTS CAR OF THE YEAR

Supra

MEDIUM SUV OF THE YEAR

RAV4

CAR OF THE YEAR

RAV4

FAMILY CAR OF THE YEAR

RAV4

CAR OF THE YEAR

RAV4 GX 2WD Hybrid

BEST MEDIUM CAR

Camry SL Hybrid

BEST SPORTS CAR UNDER $100K

Supra

BEST MEDIUM SUV

RAV4 GX 2WD Hybrid

BEST UPPER LARGE SUV

LC200 VX

CAR OF THE YEAR

 RAV4 GXL Hybrid

PERFORMANCE CAR

Supra GTS

FAMILY SUV

RAV4 GXL Hybrid

BEST SMALL CAR UNDER $35K

Corolla Ascent Sport

BEST MEDIUM CAR UNDER $65K

Camry Ascent Sport Hybrid

BEST SPORTS CAR ($62-$125K)

Supra GTS

BEST AWD SUV UNDER $55K

RAV4 GXL AWD Hybrid

4X4 DUAL CAB UTE

HiLux SR5 DC

BEST
PERFORMANCE

CAR

O’Brien Toyota
36 - 40 Victoria Street,
St George

355587
obrientoyota.com.au

T: 07 4620 3300

O’Brien Toyota
61 Dowling Street,
Thargomindah
T: 07 4655 3225
1002859



AUTUMN 2020 23

BUSINESS

L O C A L  L O C A L  
E N T R E P R E N E U R E N T R E P R E N E U R 
TA K E S  O N  C A N B E R R ATA K E S  O N  C A N B E R R A
Trailblazers is an opportunity 
for people aged 18 - 28, who are 
implementing positive change in 
their region, to have their work 
celebrated nationally.

Sammy was chosen for her work on 
The Rural Compass Podcast and Big 
Ideas Rural which helps innovative 
women in isolated parts of Australia 
kickstart small businesses and 
foster connections. In addition to 
these projects, Sammy is also an 
artist, art teacher, President of the 
Cunnamulla & District Chamber of 
Commerce, is studying teaching, 
and is a mother - definitely fitting  
the entrepreneur category!

Sammy went to Canberra on the all-
expenses-paid trip in February with 
her business partner Tori Kopke 
(who she met in person for the first 
time in Canberra!) for a week of 
networking, mentoring, media plus 
the opportunity to present to MPs, 

Senators, community leaders and 
investors in Parliament House.

Sammy described the week as an 
incredible experience and extremely 
valuable for her businesses.

"We learnt a lot of skills that will 
definitely be useful including story 
telling and how to speak with 
media," Sammy said.

"The media training was amplified  
as well by having so many ABC staff 
members around to talk to.

 "We got to use our new skills 
straight away when Tori and I were 
interviewed on Triple J Hack and 
Radio National Life Matters about 
The Rural Compass."

When asked what the highlight of 
her week was Sammy said that she 
has a couple! 

"Speaking in the Great Hall at 
Parliament House and then at  
the National Museum for the  
Gala Dinner was pretty amazing," 
Sammy said.

"Although sitting next to ABC Chair 
Ita Buttrose at the dinner was a 
highlight too! 

"She was so approachable and 
friendly, everyone at ABC only had 
nice things to say about her."

Sammy encourages any young 
person from a rural area to apply for 
the Trailblazers program as a way to 
take what they're doing to the next 
level and be able to gain knowledge 
and networks they might not 
usually have access to.

The next round of Heywire's 
Trailblazers opens in June 2020, 
for more information visit  
www.abc.net.au/heywire/

S A M M Y  M E U R A N T  R E P R E S E N T E D  P A R O O  I N  F E B R U A R Y  A S  P A R T  O F  T H E  A B C 
H E Y W I R E ' S  T R A I L B L A Z E R S  P R O G R A M ,  W H I C H  S H O W C A S E S  T H E  S T O R I E S  O F 
R E G I O N A L  A U S T R A L I A ' S  B R I G H T E S T  N E W  L E A D E R S .

trailblazers



W i t h  e i g h t  y e a r s  o f  s e r v i c e  
t o  t h e  P a r o o  S h i r e  a s  i t s 

M a y o r ,  L i n d s a y  G o d f r e y  i s 
s t e p p i n g  b a c k  f r o m  p u b l i c 
s e r v i c e .  T h e r e  i s  n o  d o u b t  

t h a t  L i n d s a y  a c h i e v e d  a  
g r e a t  d e a l  d u r i n g  h i s  t i m e  a s 
M a y o r  a n d  w e ’ d  l i k e  t o  t h a n k 

h i m  f o r  h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s , 
e f f o r t s  a n d  g u i d a n c e  o v e r  h i s 

t w o  t e r m s  a s  M a y o r .
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COUNCIL NEWS

W 
 
hat is the thing 

you are most proud of 
ACHIEVING over your 
eight years as Mayor? 
I was first spurred into 
running for Mayor to sort out 
the NDRRA 2012 Flood Event 
works. When we managed to 
finish the whole $40 million 
program on time and on 
budget, that was a  
big achievement.  
 
Other team achievements 
also come to mind – 
establishing the kindergarten 
in Cunnamulla through 
funding from Campbell 
Newman, the upgrading of 
the Cunnamulla Sewage 
System, new Civic Centre 
building and the River 
Walk and Spa project. The 
upgrading of halls and other 
facilities in satellite towns has 
also been a core goal of mine.  
 
I also spent a lot of time 
lobbying state and federal 
governments for funding 
for roadworks and for 
extra money in south west 
Queensland area for  
dog fencing. 

W 
 
hat other 

community roles have 
you played? 
I have been involved in the 
HOPE Project, was the Chair 
of Strong Families Strong 
Community project, Chair 
of South West Hospital 
and Health Service Board, 
Deputy Chair of Southern Qld 
Council of Mayors, and the 
Chair of South West Regional 
Economic Development from 
2012 - 2016.

W 
 
hat have you 

learned about yourself 
during your time  
as mayor? 
I got into this role for the 
flood event works because  
I wanted to contribute to  
the community.  
 
I suppose I have learned that 
I have community service 
DNA. I have always been out 
serving the community and 
have learnt that I bring skills 
in strategic thinking and 
determination, and can bring 
people along on a vision.

L 
 
ooking 

back, what  
was your worst day  
on the job? 
When I have to confront 
difficult staff issues, I never 
enjoy that. 

L 
 
ooking back, what 

was your best day on 
the job? 
When Council received  
the grants for the new  
sewage treatment plant  
and reticulation works  
($9.1 million) and for the  
new Civic Centre building  
($5.312 million).  
 
There was a lot of political 
work and lobbying that 
happened behind the scenes 
to make that happen.

H 
 
ow do you think it is 

different today from 
when you took office? 
There is more legislation 
around being a Councillor 
and the rules are much more 
complicated. And that’s not 
necessarily a bad thing.  
 
I think that running Council 
has to be treated the same 
way as being a board member 
of a company, you have to 
have a much higher level of 
business management skills 
to be an effective Councillor.

W  
 
hat challenges 

will the new Mayor and 
Councillors face? 
The main one that Council 
has control over is its 
economic sustainability.  
Creating efficiencies in 
Council’s operation, asset 
management and cash flow 
are a big part of it.  

A 
 
ny advice or  

parting wisdom to  
the incoming Mayor?  
You will have to build 
the team as an effective 
management unit and run 
Council to the benefit of the 
whole shire, rather than a 
select few or just Cunnamulla. 
The challenge will be to 
introduce efficiencies which 
will make the Council more 
economically sustainable and 
deliver value for money in 
everything we do.



Thank you very much to all the 
local businesses who lodged a 
submission for our recent 
Pre-qualified Contractor Register.

The purpose of this process 
is to gauge interest from local 
businesses in the supply of plant, 
equipment, labour and trade 
skills for future Council projects. 
It is anticipated that contractors 

and suppliers will be used as 
required to supplement Councils’ 
existing workforce should the 
need arise.

We were fortunate to receive a 
large number of submissions 
from the local community, all of 
which will now go onto Council’s 
register for potential future  
job opportunities.

If you missed the tender close 
date the door is certainly not 
closed. Contact Council and 
we will walk you through the 
registration process so your 
business can be considered for 
future works.

COUNCIL NEWS

OPEN 7 DAYS
MEALS - DINE-IN & TAKEAWAY

COLD BEER & DRINKS
ICE CREAMS

SNACKS
ICE

ACCOMMODATION
GRASSED SITES
BUSH CAMPING & BORE BATHS
RV FRIENDLY
FREE CAMPING & SHOWERS
LAUNDRY FACILITIES
PET FRIENDLY

21 RAILWAY ST, WYANDRA QLD
07 4654 0273

Our ordinary meetings are held 
around the shire once a month.

Anyone is welcome to attend the 
Council meetings.

Tuesday 17 March 
Wyandra Town Hall, Wyandra

Tuesday 21 April  
Paroo Shire Hall, Cunnamulla

Tuesday 19 May 
Noorama Racecourse, Noorama

For more information, contact 
Council on 4655 8400 or 
visit www.paroo.qld.gov.au/
meetings-and-minutes

Upcoming 
Council 
meetings

Council pre-qualified contractor 
and trades tender

Several public holidays are gazetted during Autumn, which means 
Council services will not be operating on these days:

Friday 10 April:                    Good Friday

Monday 13 April:                Easter Monday

Saturday 25 April:              ANZAC Day

Monday 4 May:                    Labour Day

Friday 22 May:                     Cunnamulla & District Show Holiday 

For more information phone Council on 4655 8400.

Public holiday 
closures for  
Council services
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With Council receiving $23.245 million of external grants in 2018-19 a team is needed 
to make sure projects are completed on time and to spec. Tucked away in an 
almost-hidden room are three of the team members who help make this happen.

Favourite food to get  
in Cunnamulla? 
It’s got to be rissoles at the 
Hotel Cunnamulla.

What do you like most  
about Cunnamulla? 
The relaxed lifestyle.

What do you enjoy most 
about your job? 
I love how varied the projects 
are that I get to work on.

What’s a favourite hobby? 
Trying new foods and wine.

What type of work have you 
done in the past? 
Construction Manager and 
Building Development Manger 
for land subdivisions.

Give us one interesting fact 
about you: 
I’m about to renovate a 
house… is that interesting  
or crazy?

Favourite food to get  
in Cunnamulla? 
I love the pork belly at the 
Hotel Cunnamulla.

What do you like most  
about Cunnamulla? 
How quick it is to get to  
work – no traffic!

What do you enjoy most 
about your job? 
Lots of different projects to 
keep things interesting.

What’s a favourite hobby? 
Travel – I’ve been to 63 
countries so far. Iceland has 
been my favourite to date.

What type of work have you 
done in the past? 
Quality Engineer and  
Site Engineer in construction.

Give us one interesting fact 
about you: 
I’m currently planning my  
next trip to Indonesia.

Favourite food to get  
in Cunnamulla? 
For brekkie the eggs benedict 
at the Gidgee Bean Café and 
a camel burger for lunch from 
the Cunnamulla Coffee Shop.

What do you like most  
about Cunnamulla? 
The serenity!

What do you enjoy most 
about your job? 
The challenging projects  
and managing a range  
of stakeholders.

What’s a favourite hobby? 
Meditation.

What type of work have you 
done in the past? 
Managing Director of a civil 
construction company and 
mindset performance coach.

Give us one interesting fact 
about you: 
I have developed an online 
meditation coaching business.

Chris Safonoff 
Project Manager

Adam Trew 
Project Engineer

Troy Drake 
Water & Sewer Consultant
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COUNCIL NEWS

Updated Children and  
Young People Policy in effect

Paroo Shire Council welcomes 
children and young people into 
its libraries, facilities and for 
other programs and activities 
- and also want to ensure their 
safety while doing so.

In February the Children and 
Young People Policy that covered 
events and activities in Paroo 
Shire Council libraries, has been 
reviewed and amended to extend 
across all Council departments.

For the purpose of the policy, 
a child refers to those aged 10 
years and under and a young 
adult are those aged between 
11 - 18 years. The policy's aim is 
to clarify the role of Paroo Shire 
Council employees in regards to 
supervising children and young 
adults at Council facilities and 

define the responsibilities of 
parents and carers.

For this reason, as Paroo Shire 
Council libraries, facilities and 
programs/activities are not 
licensed child-minding facilities, 
Council staff cannot take 
responsibility for the supervision 
of children or young adults.

Children aged 10 years or 
younger must be supervised by a 
parent, guardian or responsible 
carer who is at least 18 years old. 
Supervision requires that the 
person must be within sight of 
the child at all times.

The role of Council staff is to 
guide and assist children and 
young adults with the activity 
and not to undertake parental 

responsibilities. Staff also have 
the authority to ban or insist 
that anyone vacate or leave 
immediately if any of  
the following behaviours  
are exhibited:

•	 swearing
•	 fighting
•	 bullying
•	 misuse of furniture  

or equipment
•	 misbehaviour at programs
•	 unsafe swimming

Council thanks you for your 
co-operation to keep Paroo's 
children safe at all times.

For more information visit  
www.paroo.qld.gov.au/policies 
or phone 4655 8400.
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Welcome to  
Jaquie Lait, Council's new 

Youth Support Officer 
while Nyarula enjoys  

her maternity leave

Jaquie Lait's says her story 
began 15 years ago when she 
was given a second chance  
at life.

After spending eight out of nine 
months in hospital during a 
pregnancy, Jaquie was given a 
50/50 chance of survival on one 
particular day, due to domestic 
violence (DV).

Jaquie says that from this point 
she knew something had to 
change, and that she was the 
person to do it.

"I can absolutely resonate with 
other victims of DV and abuse," 
Jaquie said.

"I knew that with the experiences 
I had been through, that I could 
utilise them in a positive way - I 
just needed to learn how to  
do so."

Jaquie then completed a 
Diploma in Counselling which led 
her to also achieving a Diploma 
in Life Coaching. 

In addition to her studies, Jaquie 
became a professional Muay Thai 
fighter within a year, and used 
her position as a professional 

sportsperson to raise awareness 
of DV and abuse, becoming an 
ambassador for Fighters Against 
Child Abuse Australia (FACAA).

Jaquie's 
previous 
work 
experience 
includes 
being the 
Mindset and 
Life Skills 
Coach at the 
Nambour 
State College on the  
Sunshine Coast.

"Although I've recently moved to 
Cunnamulla, beforehand during 
my time on the Sunshine Coast I 
worked with many people in the 
mindset field," Jaquie said.

"I am also currently writing a 
self-help book called 'Unleash 
the Superhuman Within' - a fun 
mindset and coaching book 
aimed at ages 12 - 20 years, or 
anyone who loves comic book 
superheroes!"

Jaquie says that she's excited 
about taking on the Youth 
Support Officer role and has lots 
of ideas in mind.

"I'm looking to bring new, fresh 
and fun programs and ideas 
to help re-engage the younger 
people in the region," Jaquie 
explained.

"I'd like to 
actively 

teach 
them 
positive 

life skills in 
an innovative 

way, that will also have 
a positive effect on the 

community as a whole.

"One new project is a boxing and 
mindset curriculum which will 
hopefully start in March and will 
see the comeback of Cunnamulla 
Boxing Club."

Paroo Shire Council is excited to 
have Jaquie on board and are 
sure that her knowledge and 
experience will be of huge benefit 
to our shire's young people.

The Youth Support Program 
includes information access 
services as well as case 
management and  
one-on-one assistance. 

New Youth New Youth 
Support Officer Support Officer 

continues continues 
journey in journey in 

CunnamullaCunnamulla
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Welcome to Paroo Shire, Ricey!
The Chief Operations Officer 
(COO) is a very important role 
at Paroo Shire Council with the 
COO being responsible for the 
management and delivery of 
construction and maintenance 
programs throughout the shire.

These works include but aren't 
limited to roadworks, bridges, 
water, sewerage, waste, airports, 
sporting facilities, and parks and 
gardens infrastructure.

Council are currently seeking a 
permanent person for this role, 
but the man who is our Acting 
COO is Sean Rice aka Ricey.

Sean was born and raised just 
over the border in Bourke, and 
worked for the Bourke Shire 
Council for eight years including 
as the Director of Engineering.

Despite also having worked and 
lived up in Airlie Beach for a while, 

Sean says he is a country boy  
at heart.

"I live in the bush and probably 
always will," Sean said.

"My greatest satisfaction comes 
from helping councils develop 
practical solutions using their 
existing local resources as much 
as possible."

When asked what his 
most significant career 
highlight has been Sean 
replied that a big flood 
restoration works project 
took the cake.

"Completing $120 million 
of flood restoration works 
for the Balonne Shire 
Council was pretty cool.

"We brought it in 20% 
below budget using all 
local contractors with the 

help of Balonne Shire Councillors 
and staff. I don't think I'll top that 
in this lifetime, but I can assure 
you I won't die wondering."

Paroo Shire Council is excited 
to have Sean on board for the 
interim and appreciate all the 
experience and skills he has to 
offer. Welcome Ricey!
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Paroo Shire Council has 
received $45,600 from the Local 

Government Illegal Dumping 
Hotspot Grants Program for the 
‘Cunnamulla Clean-up Project’ 

which aims to reduce the 
illegal dumping of tyres along 
highways, local roads, public 

reserves and roadside rest areas.

The project includes 
development of waste 

management plans, surveillance 
and corresponding identification 

of offenders illegally dumping, 
implemented in conjunction 

with a region-wide community 
education program.

A number of Council staff  
have recently participated  
in a two professional 
development courses.

The first was ‘Team Building 
with a Twist’ where staff 
members deciphered their 
Myers Briggs type, increased 
their understanding of their 
own and others' strengths 
and weaknesses in relation 
to each person’s personality, 
and practiced ways of 
communicating and relating to 
a diverse range of people. All of 
this taught the team the value of 
having diversity in the workplace 

and how to maximise  
everyone’s strengths for 
maximum productivity.

The second was an extensive 
three-day Mental Health First 
Aid course. This course gave the 
team the skills and knowledge 
to be a Mental Health First 
Aid Officer and provide initial 
informal support to other 
employees in the workplace. A 
Mental Health First Aid Officer 
can also provide confidential 
peer support for initial contact as 
well as assistance and referrals.

Congratulations and thank you 
to all staff who participated.

Upcoming Council elections

Staff undergo professional 
development workshops

Council receives 
grant for  

clean-up project

Elections for all Queensland-based 
local governments are held every 
four years and are organised 
and managed by the Electoral 
Commission of Queensland (ECQ).

The next election is taking 
place 
across the 
state on 
Saturday 
28 March, 
with 
candidate 
nominations 
having 
opened in late 
February.

Voting is compulsory in Australia 
and failing to vote may result 
in a fine. The ECQ provides 
voting assistance to any 
Queenslanders who 
require it.

The results of 
the Council 

elections will 
be announced 

after the votes are 
tallied which is likely to 

be in early to mid-April due to 
the Easter long weekend. 

Voting in Paroo will be 
undertaken via full postal ballot. 
Registered and enrolled voters 
will receive a pack in the mail 
with all they need to cast their 
vote. For more information visit  
www.ecq.qld.gov.au or phone  
the ECQ on 1300 881 665.



FOR SALE

19 M
ABEL ST

CUNNAMULLA

$189,000 (NEG)
FULLY FURNISHED   |   2,033M2 BLOCK

3 BEDROOM + OFFICE 
1 BATHROOM

KITCHEN
LOUNGE/DINING ROOM + MEDIA ROOM

4 SPLIT SYSTEM AIR CONDITIONERS + 
1 (NEW) WATER AIR CON + FIRE PLACE

TWO CAR GARAGE

FOR ENQUIRIES CONTACT 
AGENT AT LANDMARK ROMA 

0428 222 758 

How long have you been  
playing polocrosse?
I have been playing polocrosse  
for the past six years.

What do you love about  
the sport?
The thing I like most about playing 
polocrosse is the social side such 
as meeting new people and  
having fun.

What team do you play for now 
and what teams have you played 
for in the past?
I first started playing polocrosse for 
Toompine and then played for Eulo 
for a year. I then moved to Roma 
for school and have played for 
them for the past two years.

What is it like to play against 
your sister? Who is the  
better player...?
Playing against family members 
including my sister makes the 
game more fun! And I'm the better 
player of course... 
 
How does it feel to be selected 
to play at a national level?
To be selected to play  
for Queensland at 
Ballarat is an  
unreal feeling.

What are you most  
excited about?
The most exciting thing will be 
playing against (and hopefully 
beating!) NSW.

What happens if your  
team wins?
If my team wins this we become 
the best National boys team  
in Australia.

Blair 
rides into 
state     
championships
Former Paroo boy, who now lives in 
Roma, Blair Beresford has been 
selected to represent Queensland 
in the Junior Boys team at the 
Australian Polocrosse Nationals  
in March/April 2020. 

SPORT AND RECREATION



WelcomeWelcome
TO CUNNAMULLA EVENT

FRIDAY 14  FEBRUARY 

Aisling McMullan, Kace Guilfoyle and Jana Burey

Lindsay Godfrey, Ursula O'Brien and Kerry Crumblin

Charlotte Killick, Carissa Hammond and

Sam Van Niekerk, Kerri Grant, Teresa King and Hannah Vider

Jess Dunsdon
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PUZZLES

E C F R Z G T S R D B A D Q Y

S Y X T O Y R E N J A N A N Z

W V S Q I E G Z A U T Z Q N H

A A D F I I D V I F T A D E H

E H F D M S I G L R L C Z G Z

B K L E E Z G A A E E K K X M

I O N C M L G L R M F H E P U

S T K W O J E L T E I L T V T

B J G T R B R I S M E E D Z G

Y P K U I L X P U B L V I Z B

S V R U A D B O A R D M K Q Z

B B O W L M M L E A T X A O O

H O N O U R Z I T N L J H B C

T P X B Z X O C A C U H K F H

T A E D I R P O M E D A L S M

ANZAC

AUSTRALIAN

BATTLEFIELD

DIGGER

GALLIPOLI

HONOUR

KHAKI

MEDALS

MEMORIAL

PRIDE

REGIMENT

REMEMBRANCE

SOLDIERS

Find-a-word

www.owawood.com
Phone: (07) 4622 8828 or 0407 444 648

163 Roma Downs Road, Roma

OWAWOOD is a newly opened licensed timber 
packing yard in Roma that o� ers professionalism, 

good communication, and prompt payment.

Farmers / Property Owners:
OWAWOOD is paying top royalty prices for your 

native hardwoods (e.g. Brigalow) and other species.

Harvesters / Cutters:
OWAWOOD is buying native hardwoods (Brigalow in 

particular), and some other species.
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Stumped? Answers for all puzzles 
from this edition of the Paroo Review 

magazine are available at  
www.paroo.qld.gov.au/stumped

Crossword

What is the Victoria Cross, and 
what is it awarded for?

Trivia

1

2

3

4

5 6

7 8

9 10 11

12

13

14

15

1.	 The prevailing or typical quality, mood, or 
attitude of a person, group, or period in time

2.	 A period of time without speech or noise

3.	 Flowers that bloomed in abundance on  
Europe's battlefield

4.	 A phrase commonly used in war remembrance 
services (4,2,6)

8.	 "Aotearoa" in the Maori language (3,7)

11.	 A large building with an extensive floor area, 
typically for housing aircraft

13.	 The first appearance of light in the sky  
before sunrise

5.	 Freedom from 
disturbance; tranquility

6.	 An arrangement of 
flowers, leaves or stems 
fastened in a ring and 
used for decoration or  
for laying on a grave

7.	 Biscuits were sent by 
wives and women's 
groups to soldiers 
abroad (5,8)

9.	 Returned and Services 
League, Australia (1,1,1)

10.	 A long, narrow ditch

12.	 Companionship or 
friendship

14.	 A public procession, 
especially one 
celebrating a special  
day or event

15.	 A person who serves  
in an army

Across

Down



THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW: Both the portable and stationary versions of the Telstra Go 
Repeater have been tested, authorised and approved by Telstra for use on the Telstra Mobile 
Network. The Telstra Go Repeater is compatible with Telstra’s Next G® Network and 4GX 
service operating on 3G 850MHz and 4G 700MHz/1800MHz bands. A single External Antenna 
(not included) is required to receive the macro-network signals, and a single Indoor Antenna 
(included) is required where you need service. The type of External and Internal antenna is 
dependant on the specific use cases and coverage scenario. The Telstra Mobile Network offers 
4G in all capital CBDs and associated airports, most surrounding suburban areas and in over 
600 regional towns. You’ll automatically switch to our fastest available 3G in other coverage 
areas around Australia. Check coverage at telstra.com/coverage.

Extend your signal with 
the Telstra Go Repeater
The Telstra Go Repeater extends your 3G and 
4G coverage in low reception areas giving you 
fewer dropouts. 

Available to Telstra customers only.

For more information visit 
us in store or online today


