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Through a format of structured walkshops, passive engagement, interviews and a youth drawing competition, over 220 insights were 
gathered across Council, community, Kunja, sporting / recreation clubs, local business / organisation and youth stakeholder groups.
The consultation focussed on small interventions to John Kerr Park and larger scale interventions to the Cunnamulla Pool.

The feedback from the community aligned to 10 key themes, which included an identifi ed shift from structured / team sports to increased 
passive recreation and individual sporting pursuits, a desire to maximise usage during extreme seasonal weather and to view the park as 
a cohesive and connected precinct.
What we heard and what you told us:

Insights and associated prevailing key themes have been considered and utilised (where possible, practical and relevant) by the design team and 
Council as critical design and decision-making tools to help guide the development of the draft JKP and Pool/ precinct master plans.

Key design principles include:

Physical permeability: Soften boundaries 
to allow informal movement while keeping 
essential fences.

Visual connections: Use openings in 
buildings and landscapes to provide 
sightlines, fostering openness and safety 
even without direct access.

The Precinct: Link all sites into one 
recreation area with connected paths 
and consistent design elements such as 
signage, colors, and vegetation.

Vibrancy: Activate the site for all ages 
with spaces for team sports, individual 
activities, unstructured play, gatherings, 
and celebrations, plus cues that promote 
health and wellbeing.

Locality: A design which belongs to 
the place and the region through form 
and patternmaking. Patterns arise from 
local geographic, biological and weather 
infl uences. New design interventions aim 
to recognise the well utilised and valued 
spaces and build on this. This response 
aims to be a welcome back to place - a 
place for both locals and tourists.

Built Form: New infrastructure elements 
are in harmony with the local environment 
and consider context, character and 
community need. New buildings aim to 
improve and active street frontages and 
connections within the site. The built 
form will be of appropriate human scale, 
respond to local climatic conditions and 
include opportunities for local storytelling 
through art and incorporating historical 
elements.

Materiality: The materials will consider a 
balance of environmental and aesthetic 
values. Environmentally the structure 
must be robust climatically and low 
maintenance. Aesthetic values consider 
appropriate texture and colours that can 
infl uence a person’s cognitive function, 
emotional state and social behaviour.

Safety: Ensure natural surveillance and 
controlled access through strategic fenc-
ing, lighting, landscaping, and pathway 
placement.

Amenity: Add shade, water features, and 
wind protection, along with accessible 
toilets, bike racks, and landscaping. Clus-
ter play areas, amenities, and entrances to 
boost use.

The master plan development facilitates a structured pathway for future site improvements and asset replacement / upgrades.
Signifi cant physical improvements are proposed to the pool facilities and minor interventions to the park as seen in the plan opposite. 
Master planned park interventions include shade trees and shelters, amenities, playgrounds, gardens and path networks.
All new interventions are considered an opportunity to celebrate local identity though showcasing the town’s history and signifi cance. 
Ultimately, all the interventions aim to cater for a broader age group and a diversity of interests. 

The master plan for the retains the 50m swimming pool and associated plant spaces and upgrades and expands the existing pool 
offerings. The pool proposal incorporates a new welcoming and accessible entry from John Street and repositions staff areas for improved 
supervision of two pools. The new ‘learn to swim’ pool is a smaller heated semi-enclosed pool which can be utilised during the cooler 
months.  Toilets and changerooms are in proximity.   Shaded spaces for social gathering and watching have been incorporated. Visual 
connections between the pool and park spaces have been considered in the planningThe Big Shift – Structured team sports are declining while passive and individual recreation is rising. Football is no longer the dominant 

park use, which the design supports a wider mix of activities.

Seasonality – The design must handle extreme local weather. Shade, water temperature, opening hours, and weather-proof structures 
are priorities to keep the park usable year-round.

Resourcing and Operations – It was broadly felt that there is a need for a dedicated council role to manage funding, implementation, 
and ongoing operations. Volunteer fatigue is high, pool operations hinder access, and better council–community communication is 
essential.

Connection and Cohesion – The park and pool should function as a unifi ed precinct rather than separate sites, encouraging shared 
facilities and stronger links between spaces.

Physical Improvements – Key upgrades required include toilets, fencing, shade, lighting, seating, grandstand, bike racks, a running 
track, and general beautifi cation.

Infrastructure – The pool building needs a signifcant change to quality and functionality. Park toilets should be replaced with more 
accessible, better-located facilities.

Celebration of Local Identity – Re-establish ‘welcoming back to place’ and ‘ connction to place’ through incorporation of Indigenous art 
and plantings, historical displays, and tributes to local sports fi gures (Rams etc) to foster community pride and attract visitors.

Leveraging Locality – The central location is ideal for events, but current football-focused layout of park limits broader use.

The Wishlist – Desired features include a splash pad, heated pool expansion, covered multi-courts, playgrounds, slides, handball courts, 
BMX track, running track, stage, community garden, and decorative lighting.

Diversity of Age Groups and Interests – Facilities should serve all ages—from small children to older adults—and refl ect both current 
and aspirational community interests.

The swimming pool, the watering hole, the park, a place for gathering and connection.
Sharing of public space.
Shared experience.
A vibrant community.
Connection to the landscape.
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Thank you for your valued feedback!

Example images only - not the proposed design.design response
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let us know!
Have your say on the draft master plan ideas!

PLEASE EMAIL YOUR FEEDBACK TO: COUNCIL@PAROO.QLD.GOV.AU
WITH THE SUBJECT ‘MASTER PLAN FEEDBACK’
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upgraded pool

entry gate

feature entry walls

Children’s Play space

Trees and Groundcover planting

yarning circle and meandering path through bush tucker / sensory garden

new amenities building

seating platform

running track / oval boundary

covered area and food outlets

sports oval (cricket and footy)

historic grandstand

tree avenues

shared laneway

0 depth water play / splash pad

moveable grandstand

floodlights

outdoor exercise area and shelter

existing cricket nets

upgraded pool

skatebowl artwork and ‘dwell’ spaces

existing multipurpose sports court

existing tennis courts
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entry plaza

kiosk & kitchen

office & first aid

staff training

covered outdoor function space

learn to swim / heated pool

existing 50M lap pool

Pool amenities block

beach volleyball

bbq area

lawn

moveable grandstand (50 seats)

ropes store

storage

Existing services

1

2

3

4 5 2

7

6

8

9

11

10

12

15

16

17

18

2221

8

20

19

14

13


